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Fatores determinantes da transparéncia municipal: evidéncia
empirica em Portugal

Freitas, Ivone A.'; Nogueira, Sénia P.%; Ribeiro, Nuno A.3

'ivone.p.freitas@gmail.com, Instituto Politécnico doCdvado e do Ave, Portugal
Zsonia@ipb.pt, Instituto Politécnico de Braganga, Portugal
3nunoa@ipb.pt, Instituto Politécnico de Braganga, Portugal

Resumo

A transparéncia € universalmente considerada como um elemento de boa gover-
nacdo. A nova forma de atua¢do dos governos locais, designadamente na prestacdo
de contas aos eleitores/contribuintes, média, organismos de controlo e a outras partes
interessadas em acompanhar as atividades dos governos, acentuam a aten¢do dada a
transparéncia e seus determinantes.

O contexto econdmico, social e financeiro a que os governos locais estdo sujeitos
obriga a que estes sejam o mais transparentes possivel, no sentido de criar um maior
envolvimento dos cidadaos nos assuntos da vida politica e, simultaneamente, promo-
ver uma maior responsabilizacdo (accountability) dos eleitos locais perante os mesmos.

Apesar dos esforcos mais recentes, a pesquisa empirica atual ainda ndo fornece
respostas definitivas sobre as razdes que justificam as flutua¢des nos niveis de trans-
paréncia. O objetivo principal deste estudo relaciona-se com a identificacdo dos fatores
determinantes de transparéncia nos municipios portugueses. Recorrendo ao indice de
Transparéncia Municipal dos anos 2013 e 2014, procurou-se estudar as varidveis sociode-
mograficas, politicas e econémico-financeiras, para o universo de 308 municipios por-
tugueses, através do teste as hipdteses de investigacdo, previamente formuladas a luz
da teoria da agéncia.

Os resultados estatisticos obtidos indicam que a dimensao populacional, indivi-
duos com idade entre os 15 e 74 anos que utilizam internet, o nivel de escolaridade, o
indice de envelhecimento, a taxa de desemprego, a autonomia financeira e o endivida-
mento liquido sdo fatores determinantes da transparéncia nos municipios portugueses.

Palavras-Chave: indice de transparéncia; municipios portugueses; accountability;
teoria da agéncia.
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Abstract

Transparency is universally regarded as an element of good governance. The new
form of activity of local governments, including the accountability of these voters/tax-
payers, medium, control bodies and other interested parties to monitor the activities of
governments stress the attention given to transparency and its determinants.

The economic, social and financial context that local governments are subject re-
quires them to be as transparent as possible in order to create greater involvement of
citizens in the affairs of political and simultaneously promote greater accountability of
the elect sites before those same citizens.

Despite recent efforts, the current empirical research does not provide definitive
answers yet about the reasons for the fluctuations in the levels of transparency. The
main objective of this study was to identify the determinants of transparency in Portu-
guese municipalities. Using the Municipal Transparency Index of years 2013 and 2014 we
tried to study the socio-demographic variables, political and economic-financial to the
universe of 308 portuguese municipalities, through the test the research hypotheses
previously formulated in the light of agency theory.

Statistical results indicate that the population size, individuals aged between 15
and 74 years old use the internet, education level, aging index, unemployment rate,
financial autonomy and net debt are determinants of transparency in portuguese mu-
nicipalities.

Keywords: transparency index; portuguese municipalities; accountability; agency the-
ory.



