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Thc vnluc af natural cncmics for supprcssion af olive pcsts is lraditionnlly conshJcrcd "cry importan!. Thc 
crrccti"c conscrvnlion af lhes!'! beneficiais involvc$ mnnipull1(jon af lhe cnvironmcnl, 1H1I11cly by inlrodllcing 
ar muintaining non-host foad plnnls, which providcs nectar nnd polleo. (hus cnhnncing their growlh. 
óc"cloplllcnt. survivnl lInd rcproduclion. To eVlIlullte lhe errecI of lhe crenlionlnminlenancc ar vcgetnlion 
islnnds with nowcring planls on the populalion ar bcnefidnl insecIs assodlllcd wilh lhe olive agro­
ccosyslCIll. li slUdy was carricd OUI during 2003. in illl olh'c grove. ncar Mirnndela (noflheast ar POrlugal ). 
Trccs were or medium sizc. abotlt 80 ycars ol~. unsprnyed. non· inig3lcd nnd Illllinly or Ihc oil produdng 
vnricl)' Cobrnnçosa. Thrcc Ircallllenls were compared: uncovercd soil. soil sown wilh buckwhcal 
(F(/):lIpy nfIllI'R''''l'I1I1I11' Moench) and soil covercd h)' natural vegclmion. Sown or buckwhcm was danc on 
1 6~' a r April. wilh a mlc ar oboul 80kg/ha. Each l!'Calmenl consisled of a piam slIip wllh 4mx77m. ilnel five 
rcpliclIlcs \Vere used per Ircallllenl. Bcncficial insects \Vere monitored o"er elcven conseculi"c wcckl)' 
pcriods. fmm lhe bcginning ar the nowering period. by Illeans or a yel low sticky trop per expcrimen tal plol. 
A t011l1 of 3543 beneficiol insccls wcre Cilpturcd. rrolll which 1 057 (29.83%) inlhe uncovercd soil piaIS. I 
D5 02.03 % ) in lhe buckwhenl piaiS nnd I 351 (:lS .141J. ) in the nmuml \'cgetalion plot:;. . Abolll 55.59% and 
46. 11 IR> ar lhe caplures were oblllincd during lhe nowcri~g pcriod or lhe buckwhcllI and natural vegclmion 
rcspcclively. TIle i lesl showcd hi ghl y significanlly dirfercnccs (p<0.001). bclwCCn trcallllcnls. in lhe. lotai 
numbcr of Hymenoplcm parnsitoids. Chrysopidnc and Coccinclidac. CilplUrcd. 
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