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The censoring of accessibility: am I free to be impaired?

Cláudia MARTINS
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Lisboa, Portugal
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Abstract
Being disabled/ impaired has been a reason for exclusion from family life but 

mostly from society since times immemorial. The demonological model of disability 
(Aguado Diaz, 1995; Amiralian et al., 2000; Oliveira, 2000) argues that people with 
disabilities (PwD) were regarded as the embodiment of evil or of a divine punishment 
and, because of this, were either segregated from social life or eliminated altogether, 
for instance, by chocking or drowning. However, there are accounts of these people 
being used for freak shows and circuses. From the Middle Ages onwards, the focus 
shifted to the medical-clinical approach that concerned itself with identifying and at-
tempting to solve the medical causes behind disabilities. This led to the creation of 
the first asylums and specialised hospitals, such as the Bethlem Royal Hospital, in 
London in 1247, and, in 1260, the asylum of Quinze-Vingts, in Paris, founded by Louis 
XIII for blind people. Only after the 2nd WW and the 1990s would this mindset begin 
to change: after the former, stemming from the waves of demands voiced by the 
soldiers returning from the war with multiple disabilities, seeking to be reintegrated 
in and valued by the society that had exploited them, and the latter that crowned the 
concept of inclusion, placing the onus for the barriers in PwD’s lives on society itself. 
Thus, impairment would become a keyword as the functional difficulties people may 
have and disability as the obstacles society creates – in its ableist (Nario-Redmond, 
2020) overall approach – by not being prepared for all sorts of people. Despite all 
this evolution, am I free to be different? Can I be accepted in my society if I have a 
disability/ impairment? Will I be allowed to fit in? Will I be eyed as an uncomfortable 
burden that politically correctness forces others to accept? How educated are we in 
embracing the diversity in people’s abilities and in freeing ourselves from the long-
-held belief in “normality”? These are some of the questions I aim to reflect upon and, 
drawing on thought-provoking examples, lead to the deconstruction of the traditio-
nal assumptions on disability/ impairment.

Keywords: disability/ impairment; medical-clinical model; social model; normality; 
ableism.

References
Aguado Diaz, A. L. (1995). Historia de las deficiencias. Madrid: Fundación ONCE.
Amiralian, M. E. P., Ghirardi, M., Lichtig, I., Masini, E. & Pasqualin, L. (2000). Conceitu-

ando deficiência. Revista de Saúde Pública, 34(1), 97-103.
Nario-Redmond, M. R. (2020). Ableism. The Causes and Consequences of Disability Prej-

udices. Wiley & Blackwell.
Oliveira, A. A. S. de. (2000). O Conceito de Deficiência em Discussão: Representações 

Sociais de Professores Especializados. Revista Brasileira de Educação Especial, 
10(1), 59-74.


	_Hlk84800678
	_Hlk23535729
	_Hlk84846087
	_Hlk75524544
	_Hlk73110511
	_Hlk79940653
	SESSÕES PLENÁRIAS
	As tonalidades do lápis azul
	A censura de filmes legendados durante o Estado Novo
	Katrin PIEPER

	Feminismos: reflexões sobre percursos plurais na construção de direitos
	Sofia BERGANO

	COMUNICAÇÕES
	Faith is taking the first step when you don’t see the whole staircase (MLK): Inspiring freedom of speech in times of lockdown
	Maria Altina ALMEIDA

	Pessoas com Deficiência e a Acessibilidade Digital:
	Direitos negligenciados ou atendidos?
	Sarah ALMEIDA

	Liberté, égalité, fraternité – le triptyque qui attire les écrivains allophones
	Ana M. ALVES

	Vozes de mulheres imigrantes: discursos sobre processos de inclusão
	Sofia BERGANO
	Cristina MARTINS
	Cristina MESQUITA
	Maria José RODRIGUES
	Benilde MOREIRA

	(In)Sucessos no ensino/aprendizagem em Business English: uma análise dos desafios com alunos do IPP no
	(des)confinamento
	Luciana Cabral Pereira BESSA

	Picturebooks: o álbum ilustrado como mediador de ideologias
	Nazaré CARDOSO

	Acessibilidade Audiovisual a conteúdos históricos: estudo de caso do Projeto Holocausto da USC Shoah Foundation 
	Joana CASCA
	Leila Lacerda BAIA

	La lectura por placer en la universidad en tiempos de COVID y la elaboración de videos para mejorar la comprensión lectora
	Silvia-Maria CHIREAC
	Eva MORÓN OLIVARES
	Anna DEVÍS ARBONA

	El uso del scrapbooking digital en la enseñanza de lenguas, una herramienta metodológica innovadora para mejorar la escritura
	Silvia-Maria CHIREAC

	As liberdades de um tradutor:
	o caso dos discursos de Salazar em inglês
	Isabel CHUMBO

	La libertad debida: doña Jimena, doña Urraca, la mora Zaida y otras mujeres medievales en la narrativa española actual
	Raquel CRESPO-VILA

	Understanding and putting agency into practice in the L2 classroom
	Mark DAUBNEY

	Wanted – 21st century language teachers for 21st century students
	Mark DAUBNEY

	La libertad creativa de los docentes de LE que imperó en la enseñanza remota de emergencia
	Alexia DOTRAS BRAVO
	Tamara ALLER CARRERA
	Filipa Raquel VELEDA SANTOS

	La cultura mediterránea en clase de ELE: elemento motivacional y transmisor de valores
	Eduardo ESPAÑA PALOP

	¿VOX y CHEGA también emplean el lenguaje políticamente correcto? Análisis comparativo del lenguaje empleado en textos públicos
	Francisco José FIDALGO ENRÍQUEZ

	Brincar sonoro: a liberdade das crianças e a infantilização da audiodescrição 
	Ingrid FREITAS

	Sua excêlencia de corpo presente: novela de dictador del Pepetela más distópico
	Ana Belén GARCÍA BENITO

	Un repaso por el lenguaje políticamente correcto
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