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SHAOOWS ANO MARKS: THE POTENTlAL NARRATIVE OF 
CHILOREN ABOUT WAR 

A. Pereira ', I. Freire-Ribeiro G ', E. Mesquita (t, 

lCentro de Investigação em EdLJCaÇão Básica (eIEB) , Instituto ~I itéc nico de Bragançil (PORTUGAL) 

'Instituto PolitéaÜCD de Br<lQ<lflÇil (PORTUGAL) 

l he war in Ukraine is in lhe arder of lhe day. Every day we are exposed to inform ation and images 

Ihal teU of war scenarios arKl we ali , without excepticrl , absorb differenl war situations . In lhe 

educational landscape l he quesl ion arises whelher cr nol we should lalk lo children aoo LJI Ih is 

issue, namely aooul whal Ihey see or hear on le l evi~ i on and olher media. l he documenl "Talking 

aboul War" , organized by lhe Portuguese Psychologsl s' Associalion, slarts by making il clear Ihal 

lhe besl Ihing l o do is lo be available lo lisl en lo l he children's concems, l alk lo Ihem and answer 

Iheir dou bis, Iry ing lo clarify Ihem, keep Ihem inlormed and correcl misconceptions. l he deplh 01 

Ihis approach obviously d~pends on l he age 01 l he child, Iheir malurity and degree 01 developmenl , 

as well as lhe likelihood 01 hearing Irom olher sources or in l he l amily relal ionship wil h l he conflicl 

(Unk:el , 2022). We understand Ihal il is a subjecl Ihal should also be approached in l he classroom, 

wil h some care and refledon, allowing children lo undersland inherenl concepls and associaled 

pracl ices. We also undersland Ihal , in parai lei, Ihere should be l he concem lo provide new learning 

opportunrties, leading chilcren lo wanl lo participale in building a better world , Ihus be ing Irue 

peace builders. l his can be done by try ing lo answer quesl ions such as V'lhal is war? Why is Ihere 

a war? Will Ihis war come to Portugal? V'lhal and W'ho are l he relugees? How can war end? among 

olhers. lhis article seeks ID discuss lhe resulls 01 a research developed wilh young chiklren, aooul 

Iheir perceptions regard ing l he war in Ukra ine and war scenarios. l he slLidy is qualita live in nalure 

and made use 01 aLidio-recorded refleclive dialogues. l he participanl s were 24 children aged 7 and 

8 years okl , lrom lhe 2nd grade 01 a publk: school in l he north 01 Porlugal. In a perspective 01 

pca= building and edueation for non-violcnee, the rcsulls show Ihat thesc ehiklren have a broad 

nolion 01 W'hal war is , and the scenari os associaled lo rt , revealing Ihal Ihey are aware 01 lhe 

violation 01 human rights. They also show an attempl lo fi nd diflerenl possible so lutions, such as 

dialogue and empalhy, Ihinking aooul l he advanlages and disadvanlages 01 each one 

keywords: war, refugees, ch ildren's eoneepl ions, refleclive dialogues. 
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