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Project Study on Beliefs, Knowledge and Practice: Synopsis and
emerging recommendations

Prof. Cristina Martins
Mathematics Department, School of Education Instituto Politécnico de Braganga Portugal;

mcesm@ipb.pt

This conference focuses on the project Study on Teachers' Beliefs, Knowledge and Practices.
The main objective of this project was to understand the beliefs, knowledge and practices of
teachers and school leaders. The data collection and analysis took both a qualitative and
quantitative approach, using several different instruments: interviews with school leaders
(school grouping directors, department coordinators and class/group leaders), questionnaires
for teachers and analysis of documents provided by the school groupings. In a total of eleven
school groupings, more than 50% of the school leaders belonging to the different bodies of
these groupings and 406 kindergarten educators and primary and secondary school teachers
participated, more than 25% of the total number.

In this conference the emphasis is placed on the recommendations arising from the
articulation of the voices of school leaders and teachers with the perspectives of reference
authors. This summary exemplifies the recommendation: Ensure the academic success of
students and guarantee an inclusive and quality education for all. Thus, based on the
assumption that the fundamental focus of school activity is the development of the curriculum
and learning, it is important to recognize the added value of student diversity, finding ways
to deal with individual and cultural differences. This implies adapting the teaching and
learning processes to the students' characteristics, particularities and individual conditions.
From this study the need emerges to reflect upon the concept of success, considering that
there is not only a single academic success, there are several forms of school success. It is
therefore recommended to ensure and diversify the teaching and learning strategies taking
into account the students' involvement and the creation of conditions for the school to become
a privileged space of Education for Development/Education for Global Citizenship and on
the impact of technologies in human development and its bearing on the teaching and learning
processes. It is also recommended to consider pedagogical evaluation as an integral part of
the teaching and learning process and the design of concrete strategies for mutual
involvement, interaction and communication among school-family-community. For the
relevant recommendation, some effective suggestions are presented for its implementation:
(1) Creation of classrooms where cooperative work enhances respect for individual
differences and rhythms and the spirit of solidary learning is developed; (ii) Collaboration
among schools/groups, family, community, higher education institutions and other partners,
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enhancing pedagogical change and innovation; (iii) Continuing to develop projects that allow
students to reflect upon and build a positive view about difference.
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Projeto Estudo sobre as Crencas, Saberes e Praticas: sinopse e
recomendacoes emergentes

Prof. Cristina Martins
Centro de Investigacdo em Educacdo Basica, Instituto Politécnico de Braganca, Portugal;

mecesm@ipb.pt

Esta conferéncia incide no projeto Estudo sobre as Crengas, Saberes e Prdticas dos
Professores. Este projeto teve como principal objetivo compreender as crengas, saberes e
praticas dos professores e das liderangas escolares, seguindo a recolha e andlise de dados um
cariz qualitativo e quantitativo com recurso a instrumentos diversificados: entrevistas as
liderangas escolares (diretores de agrupamento, coordenadores de departamento e diretores
de turma ou titulares de turma/grupo), questionarios aos professores e analise de documentos
disponibilizados pelos agrupamentos de escola. Num total de onze agrupamentos de escolas,
participaram mais de 50% das liderangas escolares integrantes dos diferentes 6rgaos desses
agrupamentos e 406 educadores de infancia e professores do ensino basico e secundario, mais
de 25% do numero total.

Nesta conferéncia coloca-se a énfase nas recomendacdes emergentes da articulagdo das vozes
das liderangas e dos professores com as perspetivas de autores de referéncia. No presente
resumo exemplifica-se a recomendacgdo: Assegurar o sucesso escolar dos alunos e a garantia
de uma educagdo inclusiva e de qualidade para todos. Desta forma, partindo do pressuposto
que o foco fundamental da atividade da escola ¢ o desenvolvimento do curriculo e das
aprendizagens, importa que se reconhega a mais-valia da diversidade dos alunos, encontrando
formas de lidar com as diferencas individuais e culturais. Essa ace¢@o implica a adequagio
dos processos de ensino e aprendizagem as caracteristicas dos alunos, as suas particularidades
e condig¢des individuais. Emerge, deste estudo, a necessidade de refletir sobre o conceito de
sucesso, considerando-se que ndo existe apenas um sucesso escolar, existem varias formas
de sucesso escolar. Recomenda-se, pois, assegurar e diversificar as estratégias de ensino e
aprendizagem tendo em conta o envolvimento dos alunos e a criagéo de condi¢des para que
a escola se assuma como um espaco privilegiado de Educagdo para o
Desenvolvimento/Educagdo para a Cidadania Global ¢ o impacto das tecnologias no
desenvolvimento humano e o seu reflexo nos processos de ensino e aprendizagem.
Recomenda-se, igualmente, considerar a avaliacdo pedagdgica como parte integrante do
processo de ensino e aprendizagem e a concecdo de estratégias concretas de envolvimento
mutuo, interagdo e comunica¢do da escola-familia-comunidade. Para a recomendagdo
relevada, apresentam-se algumas sugestoes efetivas para a sua concretizacdo: (i) Criagdo de
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salas de aula onde o trabalho cooperativo potencie o respeito pelas diferengas e ritmos
individuais e se desenvolva o espirito de aprendizagem solidaria; (ii) A colaboragdo entre
escolas/agrupamentos, familia, comunidade, instituicdes de ensino superior e outros
parceiros, potenciadoras da mudanga e inovagdo pedagodgica; (iii) Continuar a desenvolver
projetos que permitam aos alunos refletir e construir uma visdo positiva sobre a diferenca.
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