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The potential of tag-based contextualization mechanisms to leverage the 
sale of regional products and promote the regions through products  

Carlos R. Cunha, Applied Management Research Unit (UNIAG), Polytechnic Institute of Bragança, 
Mirandela, Portugal, crc@ipb.pt 

Vítor Mendonça, Polytechnic Institute of Bragança, Mirandela, Portugal, mendonca@ipb.pt 
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Elisabete Paulo Morais, Applied Management Research Unit (UNIAG), Polytechnic Institute of Bragança, 
Mirandela, Portugal, crc@ipb.pt 

Abstract 

In small and rural regions, where we can many times find top quality products, there is, many 
times, a greater difficulty in promoting their products. This difficulty begins in the nature of the 
companies that manufacture these products. These companies are typically family-owned or 
small-sized, not having large capacity to carry out very elaborate marketing strategies. They 
often depend of the tourist attractiveness of the regions themselves to leverage their sales.  

This paper discuss the challenges for the promotion of regional products and rural regions, 
review the role of smartphones and the main tag-based contextualization mechanisms and their 
potential for leverage the sale of rural regional products and, finally, presents a cooperation-
based conceptual model, where are combined contextualization-tags and mobile devices to 
promote regional products, leverage sales and promote rural regions by attracting new visitants, 
making regional products a window-mechanism to the promotion of rural regions heritage and 
tourism-related services.    

Keywords: Rural Regions, Rural Products, Model, Tag-based Contextualization, Promotion 
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