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Introduction: hospital workers perform their activity in terms of potential professional risk, namely accidents at work. These setting a public health problem
by the individual, social and economic repercussions that entail.

Aims: analyze the epidemiology of occupational accidents in five Portuguese hospital units between 2000 and 2010 and examine the variables that correlate
with work absenteeism.

Methods: retrospective cross-sectional epidemiological study for the period of January 1st, 2000 and December 31st, 2010. The information was obtained
through anonymous survey for accident notification 3382 workers. Data collection was performed by one of the researchers, after authorization of the Board
of Directors between March and September 2011 on working days between the 09:00 and the 17:00 hours in occupational health service.

Results:
Chart n°1- Distribution of accidents througtout the years. Table n°1 - Characterization of the sample. Table n°2 - Characterization of the accidents.
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— 247 &> Through the pearson correlation, we see that the number of days lost is positively and significantly correlated with
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1014300 hours completed by the accident, the day of the week and the year.

Conclusions: labour absenteeism increases with age, time of service, low academic qualifications and in the early hours of work. The data provide scientific
support toimplement preventive measures and health protection of workers in hospitals.
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