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INDICE DE SIMPOSIOS / SYMPOSIA INDEX

S1. Huertas familiares y urbanas.
Family and urban vegetable gardens.

S2. Etnobotanica urbana. El papel de los mercados.
Urban Ethnobotany. The role of markets.

S3. Metodologia de la investigacion en etnobotanica. El inventario de
los conocimientos tradicionales.
Methodology of ethnobotanical research. Inventory of traditional knowledge.

S4. La etnobotanica y la botanica econdmica como herramientas de innovacion
en el uso de los recursos fitogenéticos.
Ethnobotany and economical botany as a tool for innovation in
the use of phytogenetic resources.

S5. Etnofarmacologia.
Ethnopharmacology.

Sé. La cocina tradicional como patrimonio cultural y herramienta de innovacidn agricola.

Traditional cooking as cultural heritage and tool for agricultural innovation.

S7. Arqueobotanica.
Archaeobotany.

S8. La documentacion histodrica en etnobotanica.
Historic documentation in Ethnobotany.

S9. Malezas, yuyos y quelites.
Weeds, yuyos and quelites.

S10. Etnomicologia y Etnobotanica de Criptégamas.
Ethnomycology and Cryptogan in Ethnobotany.

ST11. Transferencia y Conservacion de Germoplasma. Nuevos retos: Especies
Infrautilizadas, Variedades Locales, Cultivos olvidados, Agrobiodiversidad,
Conocimientos Tradicionales. Redes y Bancos de Conservacion.

Transfer and Germplasm Conservation. New challenges: Neglected

and Underutilized Species, Local Varieties, Agrobiodiversity, Traditional Knowledge.

Conservation Networks and Germplasm Banks.

S12. Paisajes culturales.
Cultural landscapes.

S13. Herramientas y experiencias educativas en etnobotanica.
Reversion del conocimiento.
Ethnobotany as a tool for innovation in education.
Reversion of the Ethnobotanical Knowledge.
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TRADITIONAL VARIETIES AND ASSOCIATED PRODUCTS
= CONSERVE TO VALORISE

Ana Maria Barata', Aida Reis', Filomena Rocha’, Violeta Rolim Lopes’, Carlos Gaspar’,
Eliseu Bettencourt? & Ana Maria Carvalho?

'Banco Portugués de Germoplasma Vegetal, Instituto Nacional de Investigacao Agraria e Veterinaria,
I.P. (INIAV, I.P.), Quinta S. José, S. Pedro de Merelim, 4700-859 Braga, Portugal. 2Unidade Estratégica
de Investigacao e Servicos de Biotecnologia e Recursos Genéticos, INIAV, I.P. (currently on leave of
absence). *Centro de Investigacdo de Montanha & Escola Superior Agraria do Instituto Politécnico de
Braganca, Campus de Santa Apoldnia, 5301-855 Braganca, Portugal.

Landraces, farmers’ varieties, its derived traditionalistic products and the associated
traditional knowledge, are incontestable driving forces promoting sustainable regional
development while contributing to the effort of diversity conservation.

Mostly, but not exclusively of the industrialised world, the introduction of genetically
uniform cultivars, theageing of rural population and the growing exodus of young workforce
from rural areas, has resulted in the abandonment of traditional agricultural practices
with the consequent genetic and cultural erosion exemplified by the loss of traditional
crops and of traditional knowledge, lovingly cradled by the farmers’ populations.

The valorisation of the traditional products, contributing to extra and diversified
sources of income to the farmer’s communities while contributing to the conservation
and maintenance of genetic diversity inter alia, in on farm conditions, is a key element
contributing to rural sustainable development.

The survival of humankind depends as much on diversity as it depends on the air we
breathe and the water we drink. Understanding and harnessing the power and value of
diversity is conditional for the advancement of the sustainable utilisation of crop diversity
and essential to respond to the unprecedented demands on agriculture posed by an
increasingly unpredictable and changing climate as well as the increasing pressure of
constantly evolving pests and diseases, by providing extra source of genetic material and
knowledge.

In spite of the many challenges ahead impactingin agricultural systems and production,
like the threat of genetic erosion, deforestation, changes in key climatic features (i.e.
temperature changes) and food insecurity, there are a number of elements that play
a crucial role in contributing to attaining the goals of harmonious and sustainable
development such as the genetic diversity in germplasm collections maintained at local,
national, regional and global level, that need to be harnessed, by means of understanding
the diversity, for the benefit and improved well-being, ensuring food and nutrition security
and healthy life for present and future generations of humankind.
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