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RESUMO

Este estudo tem como objetivo conhecer o estado de desenvolvimento da profissdo de contabilista
em S&o Tomé e Principe (STP) a partir da caraterizagdo da situagio atual, das perspetivas e da
percecéo atual e futura sobre a profissdo e o profissional, A profisséo de contabilista & uma das mais
antigas e os profissionais tao antigos guanto a prépria humanidade (Autran & Coelho, 2003). A
contabilidade existe desde que o homem sentiu necessidade de registar a riqueza, comegando de

forma muito primitiva e intuitiva e evoluindo para acompanhar os progressos que a envolvente foi

exigindo (Pires, 2010).

Desenvolvemos, para tanto, uma investigagao de natureza exploratéria e descritiva com recurso a

um questionario, aplicado a um conjunto de profissionais, gestores, empresarios e alunos dos cursos

superiores na area das ciéncias empresariais.

Constatamos que a profiss&o se encontra enquadrada apenas por um decreto-lei e que a classe

N&o esta organizada. Ndo existe delimitagdo de fungdes e obrigagbes, o que levanta dificuldades ao

exercicio da profiss&o e limita o seu desenvolvimento.

Os resultados do questionario indicam que o atual estado de desenvolvimento da profisséo &
tendencialmente razoavel” mas que os profissionais tém boas perspetivas de carreira, A percegédo

que hoje existe & tendencialmente positiva relativamente a profisséo e ao profissional.-Para o futuro

a percecéo € também positiva para a profisséo e para o profissional,

Conclui-se que estes profissionais precisam assumir a profissao e trabalhar no sentido de a afirmar

e credibilizar, pelo que a sua organizagdo e regulamenta¢&o ¢ uma necessidade.

Palavras-chave: Contabilidade, profisséo de contabilista, evolugéo historica, percegdo sobre a
profisséo.
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ABSTRACT

The present study’s objective is to understand the actual state and development conditions of the
profession of accountant in Sdo Tomé e Principe (STP) based on the characterisation of nowadays
situation, perception and future perspectives on the profession and professionals. The accounting
profession is one of the oldest and professionals as old as humanity itself (Autran & Coelho, 2003).
The accounting there since man felt the need to account for the wealth, starting from very primitive
and intuitive way and evolving to keep up with the progress that has been demanding environment
(Pires, 2010).

To do so, an investigative and descriptive work was carried out, substantiated on a mainly
quantitative methodology whose sources stems from a survey handled to a group of professionals,
managers, entrepreneurs and students attending superior studies on the area of economical
sciences and business.

At the end, it was clear that the profession is only framed by one decree of law, which obliges it to
follow the international laws and rules of accounting and auditing. Due to the lack of regulation on
the profession, the accountants’ class isn't yet organized and there is no delimitation of functions and
obligations or duties for the multiples professionals who integrate it, aspects that tend to raise

difficulties for the exercise of the profession and limit its development.

The survey results indicate that the state of development of the profession “tends to be reasonable”
although the professionals prospects on a career are good. Nowadays’ overall perception concerning
the profession and the professional is mainly positive. In a future scenario, the expectations about
the profession and the professional are also positive.

The results lead us to conclude that the accounting professionals must assume their profession
and work towards its affirmation and credibility. Therefore, your organization and regulation is a
necessity.
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