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Abstract 
 

In the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic, it might be a truism to state that education and, 
consequently, the teaching-learning process have undergone a major shift and both 
teachers and students experienced either beneficial or negative learning situations which 
gave them insight into a brave new world of technology highlighting both its potentials 
as well as its hazards. Nonetheless, regardless of the struggles, these uncanny and 
challenging times forced teachers to make the most of the new online context to keep 
students engaged in learning, using the available technologies, and easily accessed by 
students. As such, as English language lecturers in higher education, we also had to 
adapt and come up with more innovative strategies so that students could practise not 
only linguistic skills, but also others, such as critical thinking and creativity. Based on our 
teaching experience during the last year and a half, in this paper we aim to present some 
activities, developed under a project-based approach, that the students were challenged 
to carry out, namely a coronavirus journal or vlog, a video CV and a multimodal essay. 
By showing some of the students’ works and how they reacted to the proposed tasks, 
we will prove the innovation and efficacy of such strategies in the language learning and 
teaching process. 
 
Keywords: Language learning, innovation, creativity, project-based learning, 
language teaching strategies 
�
1. Introduction 
�

:LWKRXW� D� GRXEW�� WKH�&RYLG���� SDQGHPLF� DVVDLOHG� WKH�ZRUOG� LQ� DQ� XQSUHFHGHQWHG�
PDQQHU��7HDFKLQJ�DOVR�IDFHG�VXGGHQ�DQG��VRPHWLPHV��GUDVWLF��FKDQJHV��%RWK�WHDFKHUV��
VWXGHQWV�DQG�HGXFDWLRQ�VWDNHKROGHUV�KDG�WR�DGDSW�RYHUQLJKW�WR�D�QHZ�GDXQWLQJ�DQG�WUXO\�
FKDOOHQJLQJ�UHDOLW\��7KH�VWDWHV�RI�HPHUJHQF\�GHFODUHG�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG�IRUFHG�PLOOLRQV�
RI� SHRSOH� WR� GHDO� ZLWK� FXUIHZ�� ORFNGRZQ�� IXUORXJK� DQG� TXDUDQWLQH�� 'XULQJ� WKH� ILUVW�
ORFNGRZQ�� LQ�0DUFK������� VFKRROV�DQG�XQLYHUVLWLHV� LQ�3RUWXJDO�VKXW�GRZQ�DQG�DOO� WKH�
WHDFKLQJ�OHDUQLQJ�V\VWHP�KDG�WR�EH�UHRUJDQLVHG�DQG�UHGHVLJQHG�IRU�D�QHZ�FRQWH[W��WKH�
GLJLWDO�RQH��)RU�WKH�QH[W�\HDU�DQG�D�KDOI��WKH�HGXFDWLRQ�V\VWHP�GHDOW��RQ�WKH�RQH�KDQG��
ZLWK�GLJLWDO�IUDLOWLHV�DQG�VRFLDO�GLVSDULWLHV�UHJDUGLQJ�WKLV�QHZ�OHDUQLQJ�VHWWLQJ��EXW��RQ�WKH�
RWKHU��LW�DFNQRZOHGJHG�DQG�IRVWHUHG�WKH�SRWHQWLDOLWLHV�RI�WKH�RQOLQH�PRGDOLW\��

6\QFKURQRXV�� DV\QFKURQRXV� OHVVRQV�� OHDUQLQJ� SODWIRUPV� ±� &ROLEUL�=RRP�� *RRJOH�
0HHW�RU�JRRJOH�7HDPV��RQO\�WR�PHQWLRQ�D�IHZ�±�EHFDPH�SDUW�RI�RXU�QRUPDO�URXWLQH�ZKLOH�
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ZRUNLQJ�IURP�KRPH��$V�WHDFKHUV�RI�(QJOLVK�DV�D�IRUHLJQ�ODQJXDJH��ZH�DOVR�IHOW�WKH�QHHG�
WR�FKDQJH�RXU�WHDFKLQJ�PHWKRGRORJLHV�DQG�VWUDWHJLHV�XQGHU�WKH��XQDYRLGDEOH��VZD\�RI�
WKH�RQOLQH�FRQWH[W��7KHUHIRUH��LQ�WKLV�SDSHU��ZH�ZLOO�SUHVHQW�DQG�UHIOHFW�RQ�WKH�ZRUN�FDUULHG�
RXW� E\� VWXGHQWV� XQGHU� D� SURMHFW�EDVHG� OHDUQLQJ� DSSURDFK�� ZKHUH� WKH� VWXGHQW�� DW� WKH�
FHQWUH�RI�OHDUQLQJ��VKRXOG�EH�DEOH�WR�FDUU\�RXW�DVVLJQHG�WDVNV�LQ�D�UDWKHU�DXWRQRPRXV�
ZD\��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��RXU�PDMRU�FRQFHUQ�ZDV�WR�NHHS�VWXGHQWV�HQJDJHG�LQ�ODQJXDJH�OHDUQLQJ��
ILJKWLQJ�DJDLQVW�GHPRWLYDWLRQ�ZKHQ�FRQIURQWHG�ZLWK�WKHVH�XQFDQQ\�WLPHV��ZKLOVW�WKH\�DOVR�
GHYHORSHG� ��VW� FHQWXU\� VNLOOV�� FULWLFDO� WKLQNLQJ�� FUHDWLYLW\�� FRPPXQLFDWLRQ� DQG�
FROODERUDWLRQ��
 
2. 21st century skills: innovation and adaptability to the digital learning context 
�

7KH�XSVXUJH�RI�WHFKQRORJ\�EDVHG�OHDUQLQJ�DQG�WKH�XQVXUPRXQWDEOH�SRWHQWLDO�RI�WKH�
ZRUOG�ZLGH�ZHE�LQWURGXFHG�D�QHZ�SDUDGLJP�LQ�OHDUQLQJ�DQG�WHDFKLQJ��:H�FRPH�IRUZDUG�
DV�QRQ�GHIHQGHUV�RI�SUHVFULSWLYH�WHDFKLQJ�PHWKRGRORJLHV�DQG��DV�VXFK��ZH�XSKROG�WKH�
LGHD�WKDW�ZH�PXVW�FKDQJH�RXU�WHDFKLQJ�SUDFWLFHV��VRPH�PRUH�WUDGLWLRQDO�WKDQ�RWKHUV��WR�
PHHW� WKH� GHPDQGV� DQG� FKDOOHQJHV� RI� WKLV� QHZ� GLJLWDO� HUD�� IRUFLQJ� XV� WR� UHWKLQN� WKH�
OHDUQLQJ� SURFHVV� >�@�� 'HYHORSLQJ� VNLOOV� IRU� WKH� ��VW� FHQWXU\� EHFRPHV� RI� SDUDPRXQW�
LPSRUWDQFH� LQ� D� JOREDO� ZRUOG� WKDW� QHHGV� WR� EH� PRUH� LQFOXVLYH� DQG� VRFLDOO\� DQG�
HQYLURQPHQWDOO\�FRQVFLRXV��6WXGHQWV�QHHG�WR�OHDUQ�KRZ�WR�OHDUQ��UHIOHFW�DQG�LQWHUDFW�>�@��

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�/DXUD�*UHHQVWHLQ�>�@��³VWXGHQWV�ZLOO�QHHG�WR�WKLQN�FULWLFDOO\�DQG�FUHDWLYHO\��
WR� FRPPXQLFDWH� DQG� FROODERUDWH� HIIHFWLYHO\�� DQG� WR� ZRUN� JOREDOO\� WR� EH� SURGXFWLYH��
DFFRXQWDEOH�FLWL]HQV�DQG�OHDGHUV�RI�WKHLU�ZRUOG�´��S������'LJLWDO�VNLOOV�DUH�DOVR�SDUDPRXQW�
WR� ERRVW� SHRSOH¶V� SRWHQWLDO� DV� FRQILGHQW� DQG� DFWLYH� FLWL]HQV�� DV� ZH� FDQ� UHDG� RQ� (8�
6&,(1&(�+8%�>�@��0RUH�LQQRYDWLYH�PHWKRGRORJLHV�DQG�VWUDWHJLHV�QHHG�WR�EH�HQIRUFHG�
VR�WKDW�RQH�FDQ�DGDSW�WR�WKH�QHZ�GLJLWDO�OHDUQLQJ�FRQWH[W��EXW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�ZLWKRXW�ORVLQJ�
VLJKW�RI� WKH�QHHG�WR�HQKDQFH�GLJLWDO� OLWHUDF\�� L�H��� ³WKH�DELOLW\� WR�XVH�GLJLWDO� WHFKQRORJ\��
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ� WRROV�RU�QHWZRUNV� WR� ORFDWH��HYDOXDWH��XVH�DQG�FUHDWH� LQIRUPDWLRQ´� �FI��
6WRQ\�%URRN�8QLYHUVLW\�/LEUDULHV�>�@���$FFRUGLQJ�WR�&RRSHU�	�0XUSK\�>�@�WKH�GHVLJQ�RI�
LQQRYDWLYH� DFWLYLWLHV� ³JURXQGHG� LQ� GHHS� LQVWUXFWLRQDO�PHWKRGRORJLHV´�� VXFK�DV� SURMHFW�
EDVHG�OHDUQLQJ��³FDQ�PDNH�WKH�OHDUQLQJ�H[SHULHQFH�ERWK�PRGHUQ�DQG�PHDQLQJIXO��:KHQ�
ILOOHG�ZLWK�DJHQF\�DQG�HPSDWK\��DQG�HPSRZHUHG�E\�G\QDPLF�UHDO�ZRUOG�VNLOOV�� WRGD\¶V�
OHDUQHUV� FDQ�XQGRXEWHGO\� FKDQJH� WKH�ZRUOG� DURXQG� WKHP�´� 7KH�H[DPSOHV� WKDW� IROORZ�
VKRZ�KRZ�VLPSOH��EXW�LQQRYDWLYH��LGHDV�FDQ�IRVWHU�VWXGHQWV¶�FUHDWLYLW\�DQG�FULWLFDO�WKLQNLQJ�
ZKLOH��DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��NHHS�WKHP�PRWLYDWHG��
 
3. Students’ works under a project-based approach 
�

$OO�WKH�DFWLYLWLHV�GHVFULEHG�KHUH�ZHUH�FDUULHG�RXW�E\��UG�\HDU�VWXGHQWV�RI�WKH�%$V�LQ�
/DQJXDJHV� IRU� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� 5HODWLRQV� DQG� )RUHLJQ� /DQJXDJHV�� (QJOLVK� DQG� 6SDQLVK�
VWXG\LQJ�(QJOLVK��GXULQJ� WKH�VHFRQG�VHPHVWHU�RI������DQG� WKH�DFDGHPLF�\HDU� �����
������:H�IRFXV�RQO\�RQ�WZR�RI�WKHP��H[SODLQLQJ�KRZ�ZH�FDPH�XS�ZLWK�WKHVH�LGHDV�DQG�
KRZ� VWXGHQWV� UHDFWHG� WR� WKHP�� 7KH� DFWLYLWLHV�ZHUH� GHYHORSHG� XQGHU� D� SURMHFW�EDVHG�
DSSURDFK�� DLPLQJ� WR� IRVWHU� WKH� GHYHORSPHQW� RI� WKLQNLQJ� VNLOOV�� ZKHUH� FULWLFDO� WKLQNLQJ��
FUHDWLYLW\� DQG� SUREOHP� VROYLQJ� DUH� LQFOXGHG� >�@� >�@�� DORQJVLGH� WKH� H[SORUDWLRQ� RI�
WHFKQRORJLFDO�WRROV�DYDLODEOH�RQOLQH��LPSURYLQJ�WKXV�WKHLU�GLJLWDO�FRPSHWHQFHV��
�
3.1 Coronavirus Journal/Vlog 

7KLV�DFWLYLW\�ZDV�EDVHG�RQ�DQ�LGHD�SXW�IRUZDUG�E\�.DWKHULQH�6KDUS�/DQGGHFN�RQ�Time�
0DJD]LQH�� /DQGGHFN� HPSKDVLVHG� WKH� LPSRUWDQFH� RI� NHHSLQJ� FRURQDYLUXV� MRXUQDOV� WR�
³SUHVHUYH� WKH� VWRULHV� WKDW� DUH� VR� RIWHQ� ORVW� WR� WKH� SDVW´� >�@� LQ� D�ZD\� WR� DOUHDG\� VWDUW�
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VWXG\LQJ�&29,'�����LQWHUHVWLQJ�WLPHV�IRU�³GRFWRUV�DQG�KLVWRULDQV´��$V�D�SURMHFW�ZRUN�WR�
EH� GHYHORSHG� WKURXJKRXW� WKH�VHPHVWHU�� WKH�SXUSRVH�RI� WKLV� DFWLYLW\�ZDV� WR�FKDOOHQJH�
VWXGHQWV�WR�NHHS�WKHLU�RZQ�FRURQDYLUXV�MRXUQDO�RU�YORJ��6WXGHQWV�VKRXOG�UHFRUG�RU�ZULWH�
D�IHZ�SDUDJUDSKV�HYHU\�ZHHN�RU�HYHU\�WZR�ZHHNV��UHSRUWLQJ�RQ� WKHLU�ZHHN��H�J���KRZ�
VFKRRO�ZDV�JRLQJ��LI�VRPH�XQHYHQWIXO� WKLQJ�FDPH�RXW� UHODWHG� WR�&29,'������ZKDW� WKH�
PHGLD�UHSRUWHG��DQ\�VFLHQFH�DGYDQFHPHQWV�UHJDUGLQJ�D�YDFFLQH��VWLOO�XQGHU�GHYHORSPHQW�
WKHQ���7KH\�FRXOG�DOVR�VLPSO\�SXW�IRUWK�WKHLU�IHHOLQJV�DERXW�WKH�SDQGHPLF�DQG�WKH�LPSDFW�
LW� KDG� RQ� WKH� ZRUOG�� PRUH� JHQHUDOO\�� DQG� RQ� WKHLU� FRXQWU\� DQG� FRPPXQLW\�� PRUH�
VSHFLILFDOO\��:KLOH�WKH\�ZHUH�UHSRUWLQJ�RQ�D�UHDO�DQG�OLIH�FKDQJLQJ�HYHQW��WKH\�ZHUH�DOVR�
EHLQJ�FULWLFDO�DERXW�WKH�ZRUOG�DURXQG�WKHP��6RPH�VWXGHQWV�PD[LPLVHG�WKHLU�FUHDWLYLW\��DV�
ILJXUH���LOOXVWUDWHV��7KLV�VWXGHQW�UHFRUGHG�KHU�RZQ�FRURQDYLUXV�MRXUQDO�DQG�VKH�H[FHOOHG�
LQ�KHU�ZRUN��7LWOHG�³6HOI�TXDUDQWLQH´��WKLV�YLGHR�VKRZV�WKH�VWXGHQW¶V�FUHDWLYLW\�DQG�FULWLFDO�
WKLQNLQJ�DV�VKH�ZDV�UHIOHFWLQJ�RQ�WKH�SDQGHPLF�DQG�LWV�FRQVHTXHQFHV�DQG�WKH�LPSDFW�LW�
KDG�RQ�KHU� OLIH��6KH�DOVR�PDGH�JRRG�XVH�RI�WHFKQRORJLFDO�GHYLFHV�WKDW�DOORZHG�KHU�WR�
UHFRUG�DQG�HGLW�WKH�YLGHR��6RPH�VWXGHQWV�NHSW�D�ZULWWHQ�FRURQDYLUXV�MRXUQDO��DV�ILJXUH���
LOOXVWUDWHV��
 

 
Fig. 1. Example of a coronavirus journal in video format 

 

 
Fig. 2. Example of a coronavirus journal in writing 
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3.2 Multimodal Essay 
7KH� XQGHUO\LQJ� LGHD� IRU� D�PRUH� LQQRYDWLYH�� DQG� WKXV� OHVV� WUDGLWLRQDO�� DSSURDFK� WR�

FRPSRVLQJ�HVVD\V�UHOLHV�RQ�WKH�QHHG�IRU�VWXGHQWV�WR�GHYHORS�WKHLU�GLJLWDO�VNLOOV�DQG�GLJLWDO�
OLWHUDF\��DV�PHQWLRQHG�DERYH��,Q�RUGHU�WR�EHFRPH�DQ�HIIHFWLYH�GLJLWDO�FRPSRVHU�RU�ZULWHU�
LQ�RXU�FXUUHQW�ZRUOG��ZH�PXVW�EH�UHDG\�WR�PDNH�XVH�RI�GLJLWDO�WHFKQRORJ\��FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�
WRROV�DQG�QHWZRUNV��DV�6WRQ\�%URRN�8QLYHUVLW\�/LEUDULHV�DUJXH�>�@��

2Q�WKH�RQH�KDQG��PXOWLPRGDO�HVVD\V�PD\�UHIHU�WR�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�WH[WV�WKDW�DUH�GLJLWDO�
LQ� WKHLU� QDWXUH� $FFRUGLQJ� WR� 5RODQG� >�@�� GLJLWDO� VWRULHV� ³DUH� PXOWLPHGLD� PRYLHV� WKDW�
FRPELQH�SKRWRJUDSKV��YLGHR��DQLPDWLRQ��VRXQG��PXVLF��WH[W��DQG�RIWHQ�D�QDUUDWLYH�YRLFH´��

7KH\�FDQ�HLWKHU�EH�XVHG�DV�DQ�DUWLVWLF�DSSURDFK�RU�DV�D�PHDQV�WR�VKRZ�RQH¶V�YLHZ�
RQ�D�VSHFLILF�WRSLF��7KH�IDFW�WKDW�WKHVH�ILQDO�SURGXFWV��XVXDOO\�RQ�D�YLGHR�IRUPDW��FDQ�EH�
HDVLO\� XSORDGHG� RQWR� WKH�:::�PDNHV� WKHP� D� SDUWLFXODUO\� XVHIXO� WRRO� ZLWK� SRWHQWLDO�
PXOWLSOH�XVHV��,Q�WHUPV�RI�FULWHULD�WR�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�DQG�LPSOHPHQWHG��/DPEHUW�>�@�SXWV�
IRUWK�VHYHQ�LPSRUWDQW�HOHPHQWV�IRU�D�GLJLWDO�VWRU\�WH[W��SRLQW�RI�YLHZ��GUDPDWLF�TXHVWLRQ��
HPRWLRQDO� FRQWHQW�� WKH�JLIW� RI� \RXU� YRLFH�� WKH�SRZHU�RI� WKH�VRXQGWUDFN��HFRQRP\�DQG�
SDFLQJ��

2Q� WKH� RWKHU� KDQG�� ZH� PXVW� DOVR� IRFXV� RQ� DQRWKHU� VXEVLGLDU\� FRQFHSW� ZKLFK� LV�
PXOWLPRGDO�OLWHUDF\��EHFDXVH��EHVLGHV�PDVWHULQJ�GLJLWDO�PHGLD��RQH�VKRXOG�DOVR�EH�DEOH�
WR�JUDSSOH�ZLWK�PXOWLPRGDOLW\��)RU�:DOVK�>��@��PXOWLPRGDO�OLWHUDF\�UHIHUV�WR�WKH�PHDQLQJ�
PDNLQJ�SURFHVV�WKDW�RFFXUV�WKURXJK�WKH�UHDGLQJ��YLHZLQJ��XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��UHVSRQGLQJ�WR��
SURGXFLQJ� DQG� LQWHUDFWLQJ� ZLWK� PXOWLPHGLD� DQG� GLJLWDO� WH[WV� DQG� DW� SUHVHQW� ODUJHO\�
DPSOLILHG�GXH�WR�WKH�XELTXLW\�RI�PHGLD��

,QFLGHQWDOO\��.LP�	�%HOFKHU�>��@�QDPH�WKLV�SUDFWLFH�DV�GLJLWDO�PXOWLPRGDO�FRPSRVLQJ��
ZKLFK��IRU�WKHVH�DXWKRUV��PHDQ�³ZULWLQJ�DV�WKH�VRFLDO�SUDFWLFH�RI�PHDQLQJ�PDNLQJ�XVLQJ�
YDULRXV�VHPLRWLF�WRROV´��

7KHUHIRUH��ZH�KDYH�D�FRPER�RI�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�EHFDPH�D�VRFLDO�SUDFWLFH�EXW�HYROYHG�
IURP�DQ�DFWLYLW\�WKDW�ZDV�DOUHDG\�LQ�SODFH��DGDSWLQJ�WR�WKH���VW�FHQWXU\�GHPDQGV��

%HORZ�ZH�SUHVHQW���H[DPSOHV�RI�PXOWLPRGDO�HVVD\V��)LJ����UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�HVVD\�E\�
WZR� VWXGHQWV�ZKR�QRW� RQO\�ZRUNHG�RQ� WKH� VRXQGWUDFN� DQG� LQFOXGHG� WH[W�� LPDJHV�DQG�
FRORXU��EXW�DOVR�DFWHG�RXW�WKHLU�GLVFXVVLRQ�DV�LI�WKH\�ZHUH�KRXVHPDWHV�FRQYHUVLQJ�RQ�WKH�
WRSLF�RI�PDUULDJH�DQG�DGRSWLRQ�E\�KRPRVH[XDO�FRXSOHV��)LJ����LV�WDNHQ�IURP�D�RQH�PDQ�
HVVD\�� ZKHUH� WKH� VWXGHQW� DFWHG� RXW� VHYHUDO� FKDUDFWHUV� WKDW� DSSURDFKHG� WKH� WRSLF� RI�
KXPDQ� ULJKWV�DSSOLHG� WR�0R]DPELTXH�ZKLOH�XQGHU� WKH�3RUWXJXHVH� UXOH��DW� ODVW��)LJ����
SUHVHQWV�D�OHVV�FUHDWLYH�DQG�PXOWLPRGDO�HVVD\�WKDW�ZDV�FOHDUO\�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�WUDQVIHUULQJ�
D�ZULWWHQ�WH[W�WR�WKH�UHFRUGLQJ�RI�ZKDW�ZDV�WKHQ�WXUQHG�LQWR�D�YLGHR��
�

 
Fig. 3. Multimodal essay 1 
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�
Fig. 4. Multimodal essay 2 

�

 
Fig. 5. Multimodal essay 3 

 
Conclusion 
�

,Q�WKLV�VKRUW�SDSHU��ZH�VRXJKW�WR�SUHVHQW�VRPH�RI�WKH�DFWLYLWLHV�ZH�DVNHG�RXU�VWXGHQWV�
WR�GHYHORS�GXULQJ� WKH� SDQGHPLF�FRQWH[W��ZKHQ�DOO� OHYHOV�RI� HGXFDWLRQ�ZHUH� IRUFHG� WR�
WHDFK� DQG� OHDUQ� IURP� KRPH�� $V� ZH� H[SODLQHG� DERYH�� ZH� RSWHG� IRU� D� SURMHFW�EDVHG�
DSSURDFK�DQG�DWWHPSWHG�WR�LQWHUWZLQH�ERWK�D�FRQVFLRXV�DQG�UHIOH[LYH�FRYLG�GLDU\�DQG�WKH�
GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�UHOHYDQW�FXUUHQW�DIIDLUV�ZLWK�WKH�HQKDQFHPHQW�RI�GLJLWDO�VNLOOV��VR�FHQWUDO�WR�
WKH���VW�FHQWXU\�HGXFDWLRQ��

,Q�RXU�WHDFKLQJ�SUDFWLFH��ZH�DLPHG�WR�GHYHORS�VWXGHQWV¶�FUHDWLYLW\��GLJLWDO�VNLOOV�DQG�
PXOWLPRGDO�OLWHUDF\��DV�ZHOO�DV�WR�UHTXHVW�WKHP�WR�ZRUN�RXW�RI�WKHLU�FRPIRUW�]RQH��$V�.LP�
	�%HOFKHU� >��@�SXW� LW�� ³7KH�JURZLQJ�SHUYDVLYHQHVV�RI�GLJLWDO�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��KRZHYHU��
KDV�OHG�WR�PRUH�IUHTXHQW�DUJXPHQWV�IRU�LQFOXVLRQ�RI�GLJLWDO�PXOWLPRGDO�FRPSRVLQJ´�DQG��
WKXV��ZH�FKRVH�WKH�FRYLG�GLDU\�DQG�WKH�PXOWLPRGDO�HVVD\�DV�VWXGHQWV¶�SURMHFW�ZRUN��
�
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