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Reading Curriculum-Based 
Measurement: Screening 
Portuguese Students at 

Risk for Dyslexia

Paula Vaz, Ph.D.
Ana Martins, Ph.D.

This poster presentation will present 
results from a study developed within 
the first level of support, primary 
prevention, which was focused on 
identifying and preventing academic 
problems from occurring in those 
students enrolled in a school setting. 
How progress measurement was 
used in reading comprehension as 
a universal school screening system 
for third-grade Portuguese students 
will be analyzed. Results for level and 
growth in both groups of students at 
risk and not at risk and the risk factors 
presented in the study participants 
will also be presented and discussed.

RSH  B  
Disclosure: Paula Vaz and Ana Martins have no 
relevant financial or nonfinancial relationships 
to disclose.

“I-Read and Write!,” A 
Pioneering Multisensory 
Structured Language (MSL) 

Program for Arabic

Omar Hassan

A poster presentation to reveal the 
development of “I-Read and Write!,” 
a multisensory structured language 
(MSL) program to improve basic 
reading skills for students with 
dyslexia and related language-learning 
difficulties in Arabic.

RTP  B I  
Disclosure: Omar Hassan has no relevant 
financial or nonfinancial relationships to 
disclose.

Incredible Impacts: 
Creating and Sustaining 
Instructional Practices and 

Systems That Teach All Students to 
Read and Achieve at High Levels

Danielle M. Thompson, Ph.D. CCC-SLP 
Jami Friday, M.A.

This presentation speaks to the day-
to-day experiences of educators in 
countless public schools across the 
nation who are working tirelessly 
to make a difference in the lives of 
our most struggling readers. Four 
elementary schools embarked on an 
incredible journey that changed the 
course of reading instruction, belief 
systems, and schoolwide systems of 
support. This journey has positively 
impacted outcomes for more than 
2,000 elementary K–3 readers. 
Change in public systems must involve 
each of the following components: 
a dedication to increasing teacher 
knowledge, data-driven instruction, a 
clear mission and vision, and a strong 
school culture and leadership.

RTP  B I  
Disclosure: Danielle Thompson and Jami Friday 
have no relevant financial or nonfinancial 
relationships to disclose.

In Search of Proposing 
Support for Learning Basic 
Reading Skills to All in 

Need - GraphoGame

Heikki Lyytinen

GraphoGame (see Graphogame.
info) is a science- and evidence-
based digital learning environment 
supporting reading acquisition. Its 
game format keeps learners training 
until the goal is reached independent 
of bottleneck(s) making it difficult. 
In developed countries, GraphoGame 
is designed for children with familial 

risk for dyslexia based on the results 
of the Jyväskylä Longitudinal Study 
of Dyslexia (JLD-dyslexia.info). In 
developing countries, GraphoGame 
compensates for the lack of teachers 
and children’s opportunities to have 
their literacy requirements fulfilled. 
GraphoGame-related proceedings in 
>30 countries will be described.

RTP  I  
Disclosure: Heikki Lyytinen has no relevant 
financial relationship to disclose. Nonfinancial: 
Heikki Lyytinen is the UNESCO Chair on 
Inclusive Literacy Learning for All but will 
not receive any financial benefits from the 
Graphogame (GG) training environment’s 
distribution.

TP6 TP8

TP9

TP7

Preparing Teachers for 
Helping At-Risk Readers: 
A Pilot Experience Across 

Spanish-Speaking Countries

Juan E Jiménez, Ph.D.
Linda Siegel, Ph.D.
Eric Tridas, M.D.

An online Spanish teacher 
professional-development program 
has been developed to improve the 
teaching of struggling readers. A 
sample of pre-service teachers and 
in-service teachers from Mexico, 
Guatemala, Ecuador, and Spain 
participated in the online course. 
The results revealed changes in 
the teachers’ beliefs about reading 
instruction, and the teachers learned 
more about the essential components 
of the reading process that are 
necessary to provide quality reading 
instruction. The assessment of the 
training and support website was quite 
positive by pre-service and in-service 
teachers. This session will present 
those findings.

RTP  B  
Disclosure: Juan Jiminez, Linda Siegel and Eric 
Tridas have no relevant financial or nonfinancial 
relationships to disclose.

Meeting the Challenges 
of Comprehension 
Instruction: A Blueprint 

for a Comprehensive Approach

Nancy Hennessy, M.Ed., LDT-C

Students are expected to construct 
meaning from increasingly complex 
texts, while educators have the 
challenge of delivering instruction 
that reflects the science of reading. 
Learn about the implementation 
of an innovative school-based 
approach grounded in theoretical 
models and aligned with the 
role of language comprehension. 
Examine informed frameworks for 
reading-comprehension curriculum, 

instruction, and assessment for 
students, including those students 
who require intervention and intensive 
instruction. Consider the challenges 
you face and how this discussion 
might inform your practices.

RTP  B I

Disclosure: Nancy Hennessy has no relevant 
financial or nonfinancial relationships to 
disclose.

Teaching the Teachers: 
Effective Models for  
Colleges and Universities

Karen S. Vickery, Ed.D., LDT, CALT, QI
Maureen Martin, Ph.D.
Kay Peterson, M.S., LDT, CALT, QI
Mary Farrell, Ph.D.

This panel presentation will provide 
information on four university or 
college settings that provide course 
instruction in phonetic, multisensory, 
structured language strategies. 
College and university staff can learn 
to encourage, support, and integrate 
MSL training into an established core 
curriculum.

RTP  B I

Disclosure: Karen Vickery, Maureen Martin, 
Kay Peterson, and Mary Farrell have no 
relevant financial or nonfinancial relationships 
to disclose.

Implementation Science 
in Public Schools Using 
the IDA Knowledge and 

Practice Standards

Rebecca Tolson, M.Ed., CALT, QI
Elizabeth Anderson, M.Ed.
Lawrence Orrach, M.Ed.

This session features a panel of 
public school district representatives 
from Ohio that have participated in 
literacy professional development 
and certifications that focuses on 
the content of the IDA Knowledge 
and Practice Standards. Topics 
include RTI, dyslexia training and 

certification, coaching, legislation and 
literacy audits. Facilitators, ALTA 
Qualified Instructors from Keystone 
Literacy, LLC, share promising 
approaches to district and statewide 
implementation of the IDA Knowledge 
and Practice Standards for Teachers of 
Reading.

RTP  I

Disclosure: Rebecca Tolson, Elizabeth Anderson, 
and Lawrence Orrach have no relevant financial 
or nonfinancial relationships to disclose.

Executive Functions: What 
Are They? Why Are They 
Important? And How  

Can I Help?

Cheryl Ann Chase, Ph.D.

Executive functions are a set of 
cognitive skills that, when working 
properly, allow students to behave 
in deliberate, organized ways. When 
development of these skills is delayed, 
academic performance suffers, but for 
reasons not fully understood. When 
serving students who have special 
educational needs, it is imperative 
that we consider if the student is 
displaying age-appropriate executive 
skills; additional assessment and 
intervention may be needed. This talk 
will define what executive functions 
are, how they are assessed, how delays 
impact learning and performance, and 
how we can help.

RTP  B  I

Disclosure: Financial: Cheryl Chase is the owner 
of Chasing Your Potential, LLC, and receives 
speaking fees or honoraria from national 
speaking events. Nonfinancial: No relevant 
nonfinancial relationship exists.
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Paula Vaz, Ph.D., Polytechnic Institute of Bragança, School of Education - 

Portugal 

Ana Martins, Ph.D. Institute of Education, University of Minho, Educational 
Research Center – Portugal 

 

Reading Curriculum-Based Measurement: Screening Portuguese Students at 

Risk for Dyslexia 

This poster presentation will present results from a study developed within the 
first level of support, primary prevention, which was focused on identifying and 

preventing academic problems from occurring in those students enrolled in a 
school setting. How progress measurement was used in reading comprehension 

as a universal school screening system for third-grade Portuguese students will 
be analyzed. Results for level and growth in both groups of students at risk and 
not at risk and the risk factors presented in the study participants will also be 

presented and discussed.  

 

 


