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IMPACTO DA INCERTEZA NA UTILIDADE 
DA INFORMAÇÃO CONTABILISTICA 
E PRÁTICAS DE CONTABILIDADE DE 
GESTÃO: UM AJUSTE CONGRUENTE 

Rui Alexandre R. Pires, rucapires@ipb.pt, EsACT­
Instituto Politécnico de Bragança 
Maria do Céu G. Alves , mceu@ubi.pt, Universidade da 

Beira Interior 
Lúcia Lima Rodrigues, lrodrigues@eeg.uminho.pt, 

Universidade do Minho 

ABSTRACT: The objectives of this study are twofold: 
firstly it alms o annlyze the re]ationships between en­
vironmental uncertninty, t imeliness and information 
scope, and rn<lnagement aççounting practices; secondly 
it explores how these relationships affect satisfaction 
with accounting information. The research method 
comprises an analysis of 11 4 responses to an e-mail 
questionnaire survey çarried out among large Portu­
guese manufacturlng companies. The results indicate 
that the relationship between timeliness information 
and uncertainty, and the relationship between manage­
ment accounting practices (traditiona] and contem­
porary) and the timeliness and broad scope informa­
tion usefulness are positive. Evidence suggests that the 
satisfaction with management accounting information 
improves when there is a good adjustment between en­
vironmental uncertainty, timeliness and broad scope 
information usefulness and management accounting 
practices. Therefore, organizations need to adjust their 
management accounting systems to the environment 
characteristics, get a greater satisfaction with manage­
ment accounting information, using contemporary and 
traditional management accounting practices. 

KEY WORDS: Environmental uncertainty, Accounting 
lnform~;~tlon usefulness, Management accountlng 
practices, Congruent fit 

REGIME DE TRIBUTAÇÃO SIMPLIFICADA 
PARA PEQUENAS ENTIDADES 

Rui Vieira Portela, ruivportela@gmail.com, Universidade 
da Beira interior 
Maria do Céu Gaspar Alves, mceu@ubi.pt, Universidade 
da Beira lnterior/NECE 
Paulo Seguro Sanches, p.seguro@sapo.pt, Univers idade 
da Beira Interior 

ABSTRACT; This study summarizes the results of a 
research project that seeks to ascertain the reqsons for 
which small firms have not adopted the Portuguese 
simplified incarne tax system for micro businesses. 
Data were colle'cted through a survey question nai re, 
along with 242 small firms who met the conditions to 
be framed under the simplified tux (RST).The results 
indicate that i) the choice of the incarne tax system was 
made based on the criterion of tax saving, ii) the main 

CONTABILIDADE 

factor in lhe rejection of the simplified system was the 
existence of unadjusted national technical coefficients 
iii) most micro-enterprises are open to lhe option for 
a simplified system with features of tax I minimum 
colleclion, and iv) Accountant played a key role in the 
choice of tax system. 

KEY WORDS: Taxationi Tax PoliCYi lncome Tax, 
Simplifie d taxation systemj Small Businesses i 
Portugal. 

EXECUTIVE STOCK OPTIONS 
ANO EARNINGS MANAGEMENT: 
EVIDENCE FROM PORTUGAL 

Sandra Alves, sandra.alves@ua.pt, Universidade 
de Aveiro - Instituto Superior de Contabilidade e 
Administração 

ABSTRACT: This paper examines the implications of 
stock option grants on earnings management. In par­
ticular, we address the following question: Does stock 
options grant induce incentives for earnings manage­
ment? Using a sample of 33 non-financial listed Portu­
guese firms-year from 2003 to 2009, we find that man­
agers are more likely to engage in earnings management 
when they hold stock options. 

KEY WORDS: Stock optionsj incentives, earnings 
management 

A UTILIDADE DO REPORTE FINANCEIRO 
PARA AS TOMADAS DE DECISÃO INTERNAS 
NOS MUNICÍPIOS PORTUGUESES 

Sónia Paula da Silva Nogueira, sonia@ipb.pt, Escola 
Superior de Comunicação, Administração e Turismo do 
Instituto Politécnico de Bragança 
Susana Margarida Faustino Jorge, susjor@fe.uc.pt, 
NEAPP- Núcleo de Estudos em Administração e Políticas 
Públicas, Faculdade de Economia da Universidade de 
Coimbra 
Mercedes Cervera Oliver, mercedes.cervera@uam.es, 
Universidad Autónoma de !y1adrid 

ABSTRACT: The aim of th is study is to analyse the per­
ceptions of internal users regarding the usefulness of 
financial reporting in the context of decision-making 
of Portuguese Local Administration. To do this, a sur­
vey questionnaire to ali municipalities' decision-makers 
(both technical and politicai) was carried out. The mnin 
find ings suggest that usefulness of municipalities' finan­
cial reporting, in its current form and content, is h igh. 
Nevertheless, this usefu lness would increase with the 

lntroduction of other information apart from the Óne 
that is currently required to disclose. In general, the two 
different groups of decision-makers - technical and po­
liticai - have a slightly different behaviour with respect 
to the usefulness attributed to municipalities' financial 
reporting, within the context of internal decision-mak-
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ing. The technical decision-makers assign more useful­
ness than poli ticians. Additionally, there is a preference, 
albeit slight, by ali users for cash-based budgetary infor­
mation, although accrual-based information (patrimo­
nial and cost accounting) also reveals a h igh usefulness. 

KEYWORDS: Local Government financial reporting, 
usefulness, internal decision-making. 

A APLICAÇÃO DO CUSTO HISTÓRICO 
NA VALORAÇÃO DOS IMOBILIZADOS 
CORPÓREOS PÚBLICOS- O CASO 
DOS MUNICÍPIOS PORTUGUESES 

Susana Catarina Rua, srua@ipca.pt, Instituto Politécnico 
do Cávado e do Ave 
Enrique Juan Buch Gómez, ebuch@uvigo.es, 
Universidade de Vigo 

ABSTRACT: With the current reforms of Governmen­
tal Accounting and, therefore, the implementation of 
public accounting plans and the introduction of accrual 
accounting, it become necessary to measure ali the as­
sets of public entities. This paper aims to analyze the 
historical cost as a base of measurement, its concept, 
its advantages and disadvantages, and also to study its 
application by the Portuguese Municipalities (on asam­
pie of 97% of the total population) in measuring their 
tangible assets. The results show that in Portugal this 
base still prevails as the main base of measurement of 
the analyzed assets, for many municipalities referred to 
as the sole base of measurement. However, there is also 
the introduction of other bases, such as the fai r value 
and its modalities, applicable to some specific assets, al­
though conceptual difficulties still remain in applying 
those bases, which we consider to be overcome with the 
definition of a conceptual framework to Governmental 
Accounting in Portugal. 

KEY WORDS: Cost, Tangible Assets, Municipalities 

ANÁLISE DA DIVULGAÇÃO DE INFORMAÇÃO 
DAS ACTIVIDADES DE INVESTIGAÇÃO 
E DESENVOLVIMENTO PÓS-ADOPÇÃO 
DA IAS 38: O CASO DA SUÉCIA 

Susana Maria Teixeira da Silva, susana.silva@esce.ips. 
pt, Escola Superior de Ciências Empresariais, Instituto 

Politécnico de Setúbal 
Ana Isabel Abranches Pereira de Carvalho Morais, 
ana.morais@iscte.pt, Instituto Superior de Ciências do 
Trabalho e da Empresa, Instituto Universitário de Lisboa 

ABSTRACT: TI1e aim of this study is to investigate if 
in Sweden the dissemination of information about the 
activities of Research and Development (R&D) has in­
creased with the adoption of International Accounting 
Standard no. 38 (IAS 38) for companies listed on the 
"Stockholm Stock Exchange" and identify the deter­
minants of those disclosures. The sample is composed 

by 23 companies that were analyzed during the period 
between 2005 and 2008. Results show that, in general, 
the companies reported the information required by 
IAS 38 as well as voluntary disclosure about these ac­
tivities. For the determinants of disclosure the following 
conclusions were obtained: the variables with a positive 
sign as the type of auditor, internationalization and 
business sector are statistically significant for the de­
pendent variable "Required Disclosure Index" and the 
variables with a positive sign as size and business sector 
are statistically significant for the dependent variable 
"Index of Voluntary Disclosure:' 

KEY WORDS: R&D Activities, Disclosure of 
lnformation, Accounts Harmonisation, IAS 38 

RELATO INTEGRADO: FUSÃO 
DE DOCUMENTOS DE RELATO 
EMPRESARIAL OU UMA NOVA FORMA 
DE FAZER CONTABILIDADE? 

Teresa da Cunha Pinto, tmpinto@utad.pt, UTAD 
Ana Maria Bandeira, bandeira@iscap.ipp.pt, ISCAP 

ABSTRACT: Globalization and growing expectations 
of the society regarding the responsibility of organiza­
tions assume an increasingly importance in the com­
pany's role as a provider of relevant information to the 
market.Despite the proliferation of standalone increas­
ingly robust sustainability reports, the financial report 
remains the most usual way of reporting. Even with 
the deepening of this disclosure, it has not been able to 
demonstrate, in an integrated way, the interdependence 
between financial and non-financial performance.The 
response to the growing demand for a more compre­
hensive report justifies the existence of a document that 
includes: (i) the most relevant information disclosed in 
traditional reports and (ii) the demonstrated, in an in­
tegrated way, ability of the company to c reate value over 
time. This integrated document is just a fus ion of sever­
ai reports or a new way of making accounting? Bearing 
in mind the context of corporate reporting, this article 
aims to be a theoretical reflection on the positioning of 
the referred integrated report. 

KEY WORDS: Accounting, financial reporting, 
sustainability reporting, integrated reporting 
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